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SCHEME FEATURE

1. GENERAL

1.1 Name of scheme

1.2 Website

1.3 Scheme owner details

1.4 General objective

1.5 Scheme governance

DESCRIPTION

The scheme is generally referred to as ‘SFI Inc’.
Full name is: Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc.

www.sfiprogram.org (available in English, French and Spanish)

SFI Inc., an independent, non-profit, charitable organization registered in the Unites States ‘dedicated to promoting sustainable forest
management in North America and supporting responsible procurement globally’.

SFI Inc. is an independent, nonprofit organization that is solely responsible for maintaining, overseeing and improving the
internationally recognized Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI®) program. It promotes sustainable forest management across North
America and responsible fiber procurement globally.

SFI Inc. is an independent, non-profit, charitable organization. SFI Inc. directs all elements of the SFI program including the SFI forest
standard, chain of custody certification, responsible fiber sourcing requirements, and labeling and marketing.

HANDBOOK SUSTAINABIL ITY  CERTIF IC ATION OF SOLID  B IOMASS FOR ENERGY PRODUCTION

Module 380: Factsheet SFI  (Version – November 2013)

Factsheet SFI

This factsheet aims to provide accessible and factual information on the SFI scheme. The information has been validated by SFI Inc., the scheme owner of the SFI certification system.

This factsheet presents the actual status of the scheme in August 2013. For more detailed information on the scheme, the reader may visit the website of the certification scheme or

contact the scheme owner.

Disclaimer: the information contained in this factsheet is for informational purpose only and cannot be used in replacement of the official SFI.  
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2. THE STANDARD

2.1 Types of biomass covered

2.2 Geographic coverage

2.3 Chain coverage

2.4 Sustainability criteria covered

SFI Inc. has a three chamber Board of Directors representing environmental, social and economic interests equally. The program
addresses local needs through its grassroots network of 37 SFI Implementation Committees across North America. 

In addition, the SFI has established an External Review Panel, including representatives from environmental/conservation NGOs, science
and public/government organizations, which provides an ongoing independent review of the SFI program and advises its Board of
Directors.

The SFI Standard is revised every five years in an open, public process. The transparent standard review process is overseen by the SFI
Board of Directors and the board’s Resources Committee. 
SFI’s External Review Panel ensures the development and revision of the SFI Standard embodies an open, fair and inclusive process that
addresses the ideas and concepts forwarded through comments submitted. All comments submitted during the public review periods
and Workshops are reviewed by the External Review Panel to assess how these comments have been addressed. 

All forest biomass

-forest certification in the United States and Canada
-global certification of SFI certified sourcing and chain of custody

From the forest through the supply chain. This includes Forestry, harvest, and processing up to final product.

The SFI standard includes 20  objectives for sustainable forestry, which can be summarized as follows:
1. Forest management planning;
2. Forest productivity;
3. Protection and maintenance of water resources;
4. Conservation of biological diversity including forests with exceptional conservation value;
5. Management of visual quality and recreational benefits;
6. Protection of special sites;
7. Efficient use of forest resources;
8. Landowner outreach;
9. Use of qualified resource and qualified logging professionals;
10. Adherence to Best Management Practices;
11. Promote conservation of biological diversity, biodiversity hotspots and high-biodiversity wilderness areas;
12. Avoidance of controversial sources including illegal logging;
13. Avoidance of controversial sources including fiber sourced from areas without effective social laws;
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2.5 Chain of custody standard

2.6 National standards & 
interpretations

2.7 Provisions for waste & residues

14. Legal and regulatory compliance;
15. Forestry research, science and technology;
16. Training and education;
17. Community involvement in the practice of sustainable forestry;
18. Public land management responsibilities;
19. Communications and public reporting;
20. Management review and continual improvement.

These 20 objectives can be categorized as follows:
• SFI Standard land management objectives 1-7 provide measures for evaluating program participants’ conformance with the SFI

2010- 2014 Standard on forest lands they own or control through long-term leases.
• SFI Standard fiber sourcing objectives 8-10 provide measures for evaluating program participants’ conformance with the SFI 2010-

2014 Standard through their fiber sourcing programs within the United States and Canada.
• SFI Standard fiber sourcing objectives 11-13 provide measures for evaluating program participants’ conformance with the SFI 2010-

2014 Standard through their fiber sourcing programs outside the United States and Canada.
• SFI Standard land management and fiber sourcing objectives 14-20 provide measures for evaluating all program participants’

conformance with the SFI 2010-2014 Standard for research, training, legal compliance, public and landowner involvement,
management review and continual improvement.

Biomass shall be traceable throughout the complete supply chain (from production up to and including end use). Operators may use a
mass balance system or segregation system to physically trace material through the chain. Book and claim is not allowed.

In the mass balance standard, material from SFI certified forests can be mixed with material from non-SFI certified forests. It is a
requirement however, that all material from non-SFI certified forests must be from non-controversial sources, pre or post consumer
recycled content or fiber that complies with the SFI fiber sourcing requirements (objective 8-20 listed under ‘2.4 sustainability criteria’).

The SFI Chain of Custody Standard is based on the internationally recognised PEFC Chain of Custody requirements. 

SFI has no national standards or interpretations.
The SFI standard is a single standard applicable in both the U.S. and Canada. Standard interpretations are publicly available on the SFI
website. 

SFI has not detailed specific provisions for waste & residues.
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3. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

3.1 General

3.2 Audit process requirements
(including stakeholder consultation) 

3.3 Certification Body and Auditor
requirements 

3.4 Minimum level of assurance

Section 9 of the SFI Program specifies ‘SFI 2010-2014 Audit procedures and Auditor Qualifications and Accreditation’.

Audits shall include examination of operating procedures, materials relating to forestry practices and on-the-ground field performance,
and through meetings with employees, contractors and other third parties (e.g. government agencies, community groups, conservation
organizations), as appropriate.

A certificate is issued only after the independent certification body determines a specific operation conforms to the SFI requirements –
for forests, chain of custody or certified sourcing. Annual surveillance audits are mandatory on all certified operations, and a full re
certification audit is required for forest operations every three years and every five years for chain of custody and certified sourcing for
secondary producers.

Certification bodies must be accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), the ANSI-ASQ National Accreditation
Board (ANAB) or the Standards Council of Canada (SCC).

Auditors must comply with ISO 19011 requirements and, in addition, SFI audit members shall have competency in and comprehension
of forestry operations and natural resource management, sustainable forestry management systems and performance standards, and
certification requirements of the SFI program.

Certification bodies and auditors must follow International Standard ISO 19011:2002, Guidelines for Quality and/or
Environmental Management Systems Auditing, in auditing to the SFI 2010-2014 Standard and International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) 17021:2006 conformity assessment requirements for bodies providing audit and certification of management
systems; and all SCC and ANAB requirements.

Certification bodies must successfully complete annual witness audits to maintain accreditation status from ANAB or SCC.

SFI distinguishes major and minor nonconformities. 

Major non-conformity: One or more of the SFI 2010-2014 Standard performance measures or indicators has not been addressed or has
not been implemented to the extent that a systematic failure of a Program Participant’s SFI system to meet an SFI objective,
performance measure or indicator occurs.

Minor non-conformity: An isolated lapse in SFI 2010-2014 Standard program implementation which does not indicate a systematic
failure to consistently meet an SFI objective, performance measure or indicator.
The consequences of major and minor nonconformities are defined as follows:
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3.5 Costs of certification

4. OTHER ASPECTS

4.1 Track record

4.2 Stakeholder perception

4.3 Availability of help desk, tools &
guidance

4.4 Recognition of other schemes

‘If a major nonconformity is found, a certificate of conformance shall not be issued until the certification body verifies that corrective
action approved by the lead auditor has been implemented. A revisit may be required to verify implementation of corrective action.

If a minor nonconformity is found, a certificate  of conformance may be issued only after the lead auditor approves a corrective action
pan that addresses the conformity within an agreed-upon period, not to exceed one year. Verification that the corrective action has
been effectively implemented shall occur during the next surveillance audit.’ 

Forest management Organizations and primary manufacturers pay an annual fee to SFI Inc. and they must support SFI Implementation
Committees in the state(s), province(s) or region(s) where they operate. They are responsible for the cost of the audit and any
improvements needed to meet the standard requirements.

There is no fee that needs to be paid to SFI Inc. for chain-of-custody certification. Companies are responsible for the cost of the audit.
For cost estimates, companies need to contact an SFI-accredited certification body.

There is no fee that needs to be paid to SFI Inc. for the use of the label.

Across the United States and Canada, over 247 million acres/100 million hectares are certified to the SFI forest management standard.
There are currently 1,038 chain of custody certificates covering 2,736 locations.  

It is difficult to assess the stakeholder support of the SFI scheme from the Dutch perspective. The following points are worth noting:
• The SFI has established an External Review Panel, including representatives from environmental/conservation NGOs, science and

public/government organizations, which provides an ongoing independent review of the SFI program and advises its Board of
Directors;

• The SFI chain of custody scheme has been endorsed by PEFC International.
• The SFI Standard is recognized by governments, corporations, and social and environmental groups across North America and glob-

ally. For example, the UK’s Central Point of Expertise on Timber (CPET) includes the SFI program among those that met its govern-
ment’s requirements for “legality” and “sustainability”.

The SFI website provides contact details of both US and Canada based SFI offices

The SFI program recognizes PEFC-endorsed standards in North America by accepting fiber certified to the SFI, ATFS and CSA CAN/CSA
Z809 standards for the SFI on-product label. As a result, the SFI program has access to fiber from 70 percent of certified forests in
North America.
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5. REFERENCES USED FOR THIS
FACTSHEET 

- www.sfiprogram.org and scheme documentation on this website
- Personal communication with SFI Inc. Staff


